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taken the property at 31 Beacon street in order to en- 
large the grounds surrounding the State Capitol, it has 
been necessary for the society to move its offices. Booms 
in the Pemberton Building, Pemberton Square, have 
been secured, and headquarters will be established there 
on November 1. 



CALIFORNIA CHURCHES AND WORLD 
PEACE 

Resolved, That we declare ourselves in favor of world 
peace. The spirit of Jesus is not the spirit of war. 
We urge upon all our people the need of such an attitude 
in the present world crisis as shall issue in the better 
time when 'war drums shall beat no longer and the 
battle flags shall be furled.' " 

— Southern California Baptist Convention, 1915. 

"Resolved, That we indorse the fundamental princi- 
ples of the World Alliance of the Churches for the pro- 
motion of International Friendship, to the effect that 
international justice and good-will are essential to the 
peace of the world, and that the Golden Bule should be 
applied in international relations." 

— Southern California Conference, 

Methodist Episcopal Church, 1915. 

"Resolved, That, as followers of 'the Prince of Peace,' 
we believe in seeking peace and pursuing it between man 
and God, man and man, and nation and nation, and we 
ask Bishop Lambuth to appoint three persons from this 
Conference to serve on 'The Peacemakers' Committee' 
in conjunction with similar committees from our sister 
churches." _ Log Angeles Conference, 

Methodist Episcopal Church South, 1915. 

"Whereas the peace of the world can be established 
only by the positive embodiment of the Golden Eule in 
international relations ; and 

"Whereas the world-wide establishment of the King- 
dom of God is the special object of the Christian 
Church : Therefore be it 

"Resolved by the Synod of the State of California, 
That we hereby indorse the joint proposal of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, the 
Church Peace Union, and the American Branch of the 
World Alliance of the Churches for the Promotion of 
International Friendship, calling for the appointment 
in each local congregation of its own peacemakers' com- 
mittee." 

— Presbyterian Synod of California, 1915. 

"Whereas there is in this world-war crisis a recrudes- 
cence of the spirit of militarism which has attempted to 
drag the United States into the world war, or, failing 
in that, to stampede our lawmakers, under the guise of 
preparedness, into an elaborate plan of military enlarge- 
ment, calling for not only an immediate expenditure of 
billions of money, but the inauguration of a plan in- 
volving us in endless further appropriations of money 
and necessitating compulsory military service of vast 
numbers of our men for such military duty ; and 

"Whereas it is the duty of God-fearing men to increase 
in the world the stock of good-will, and to devise means 



by which the recurrence of the present world tragedy 
may be rendered impossible; and 

"Whereas the United States, because of its position 
and power and traditions, is under bonds to do what it 
can toward the shaping of the opinion of nations and 
the molding of a new and nobler world policy : Be it 

"Resolved by the Peacemakers' Committee of the Cali- 
fornia State Church Federation, representing many 
thousands of citizens of California, That we look with 
disfavor upon any plan to increase the army and navy 
at this time beyond what would be the regular accession 
to their strength by the application of the prevailing 
appropriations, which would seem entirely adequate, 
amounting to over $300,000,000 annually : Be it further 

"Resolved, That we call upon all Christian citizens 
and upon our representatives in Congress to keep in 
mind that the Bepublic is the friend and brother of all 
contending nations, and that we wish to manifest to 
them the spirit of brotherhood in this trying hour of 
human history." 

— California State Church Federation, 1916. 



JOINING THE ISSUE 

Controversy over a fact, affirmed by one side and denied 
by another, is known in law as an "issue." Taking up the 
two sides respectively is called "joining the issue." A great 
need of the peace movement in the argument with its op- 
ponents is first to "join the issue." With this aim in view 
this department was started in our August number, and it is 
hoped that many of our readers will be stirred to add their 
wisdom to this process of "joining the issue." Any intelli- 
gent contribution to the problem, if not too long, will be 
welcomed. — The Editor. 

Atlanta, Ga. 

Sie: The heads of the great nations involved in the 
present war are so chagrined by the awfulness of the 
war that they all deny responsibility therefor, and it is 
quite natural, for it is the greatest crime in the history 
of the world. The loss of life and property is stupen- 
dous, the suffering incomprehensible, and a black cloud 
hovers over Europe, the penetration of which will re- 
quire generations. 

The insignificant ostensible cause of the war might 
have been taken to an international court and disposed 
of as easily as an important case in a criminal court. 

Supposedly civilized nations should be able to main- 
tain a court where all are entitled to representation, 
where all differences could be settled. Abidance by the 
decisions of this court could be assured by an interna- 
tional police and naval patrol, contributed to by a lim- 
ited number of men and ships from the various nations, 
the maintenance of which would cost a comparatively 
negligible amount. 

The preparedness plan is one to which there is no 
limit, not even the ceiling. When a nation fears that 
a rival excels it in super-dreadnaughts, it immediately 
appropriates a few millions to build enough super- 
dreadnaughts to surpass the rival; whereupon the rival 
proceeds to climb to the top again, and so on ad in- 
finitum. 

Since agreements between nations are not to be de- 
pended upon, the only sure-enough preparedness is to 
be able to whip the rest of the world. Imagine the 
result ! 



